In the present work we report the results obtained in the reaction of β-stannylketones (I) with t-BuONa in dimethylsulfoxide (DMSO) and acetonitrile (ACN) as solvents. The reaction mechanisms probably involved are proposed.
Introduction
In the reaction of β-functionalized organotin compounds (I) with t-BuONa in t-BuOH there is a competition between an elimination reaction [(E1cB) R ], leading to olefins with high diastereoselectivity, and a nucleofilic substitution reaction yielding the reduction product (II) [1] . Now we report on the reactions of β-stannylketones (I) with t-BuONa in DMSO and ACN in order to compare the reactivity in these solvents.
Experimental
Anhydrous solvents and sublimated t-BuONa were used. The β-stannylketones were synthesized in our laboratory [2] [3] . The reaction mixtures were analysed by CGL. The reaction conditions are detailed in the Table. 
Results and Discussion
The results summarised in the Table show that these reactions lead to higher yields in shorter reaction times, depending on the substrates. Thus, while β-stannylketones carrying electron-withdrawing groups attached to tin lead to the elimination product in high yield, β-trialkylstannylketones give mainly the reduction product. The stereochemical results show that, in most cases, these reactions are stereoconvergent. The same ratio Z/E is obtained independently of the configuration of the starting substrate. (Table, entries 1-4,7 and 8). Taking into account the stereochemistry observed we are able to say that, probably, the elimination reaction goes through an (E1cB) R mechanism in DMSO and through an (E1cB) I in ACN.
On the other hand, β-trichlorostannylketones (Table, entries 5, 6 and 9) give high yields of olefins through a stereospecific elimination reaction. Two possible mechanisms could be proposed to explain these results: a concerted E2, or an (E1cB) I in which, because of electronic interactions between the trichlorostannyl group and the oxygen atom, the intermediate carbanions are not interconvertibles.
